Bel Air Cultural Arts Commission

FY26 Annual Report

Event Participation and SpOﬂSOfShipS: Bel Air Cultural Arts Commission Presents
A Living History
Living History with Colleen Webster Performance

The Cultural Arts Commission (CAC) sponsored the Living
History performance with Colleen Webster as Jane Austen
on October 7, 2025, at the Bel Air Armory. The CAC
sponsored Ms. Webster’s fee of $450.00 as a gift to the
community with free admission in celebration of the 250t

with Colleen Webster
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anniversary of Jane Austen’s birth in 2025. This event was (-~
promoted with a digital advertisement on social media in L4
the amount of $50.00. There were 149 attendees at this

performance.

#¥ October 7 @ 7:00 PM
Bel Air Armory
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Plein Air Festival Quick Draw

Competition

The CAC sponsored the 1% prize award for juried artists in the amount of
$750.00 for the Quick Draw competition on September 13, 2025, during
the Maryland Center for the Arts’ Plein Air Festival. The CAC was listed as
a premier sponsor of the Quick Draw on the website of the 2025 Plein Air
Festival. The Harford Plein Air Festival Gallery attracted 310 visitors to the
Bel Air Armory.

Ain’t Misbehavin’ Big Band

The CAC sponsored the performance of the Ain’t
Misbehavin’ Big Band held at the Bel Air Armory on
March 26, 2026. The CAC sponsored the cost of the
band in the amount of $500.00. This event was
promoted with a digital advertisement on social media
in the amount of $50.00. The event attracted 124
attendees.




Disco Sistas / Brothas & Company Urban

Line Dancing
The CAC sponsored an urban line dancing

class for the first time with Disco Sistas /
Brothas & Company at the Bel Air Armory.
The CAC sponsored the fee of Disco Sistas /
Brothas in the amount of $625.00. This event
was promoted with a digital advertisement
on social media in the amount of $50.00. The
event was held on April 14, 2026, with 38

attendees.

Armory Rental Sponsorships

Authors & Artists Holiday Gift Sale on November
1, 2025, in the amount of $600.00. There were
580 attendees at this event.

Ballet Chesapeake for an abridged performance
of The Nutcracker on the evening of December
5, 2025, in the amount of $500.00. There were
80 attendees at this event.

Take a Chance on Art on March 21, 2026, in the
amount of $540.00. Take a Chance on Art is an
art lottery fundraiser for Harford Artists
Association featuring artwork, music, food, and
drinks from local restaurants. There were 147
attendees at this event.

Harford Education Foundation Student Art Showcase on April 12, 2026, in the amount of
$540.00. There were 715 attendees at this event.

Public Art Projects:

Atwood-Marketplace Drive Sculpture Project
The CAC issued an RFP on January 13, 2026, for a large-scale,

permanent sculpture to be installed at the north corner of S.
Atwood Road & Marketplace Drive. This public art project will
enhance the space, add visual impact, and complement the
surrounding area of this well-traveled corridor in the town.
Two (2) submissions were received. The CAC awarded the bid
to Rooted in Air by Pontus Willfors at the proposed budget of
$30,000 to be paid from The Town of Bel Air Art Amenity Fund.
The artwork is scheduled to be installed in September 2026.




Hearts of Harford Maintenance

In partnership with the Bel Air Downtown Alliance (BADA),
the CAC initiated a maintenance program for BADA’s
Hearts of Harford, which consists of 15 heart sculptures
installed at various locations in the Town of Bel Air. The
CAC approved the artists’ stipend of $250 to repaint each
heart identified by the CAC as priorities in FY26. Hearts of
Harford that underwent maintenance include Heroes,
Bulldog Pride, Home Is Where the Heart Is, Our
Hometown, and Hometown Heritage. The CAC sponsored
a total amount of $1,000 for artist stipends. The artist
stipend for Bulldog Pride was sponsored by the Bel Air
Elementary School PTA. BADA is providing reimbursement
for each artist’s material costs and the required marine-
grade sealer for the restored heart sculptures.

Bel Air America 250 Student Art Exhibition

The CAC presented the “Bel Air America 250 Student
Art Exhibition” in partnership with the Bel Air Branch
of the Harford County Public Library and Harford
County Public Schools. The exhibition showcased
artwork by students at Homestead-Wakefield
Elementary School, Bel Air Elementary School, Bel Air
Middle School, and Bel Air High School. The student
art exhibit was displayed in the library’s exhibit room
throughout the month of May 2026 during regular
library hours. The exhibit was viewed by 613 visitors.
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On May 13, 2026, the CAC hosted an exhibition
reception for the Bel Air Board of Town
Commissioners. Dawn Stone, Fine Arts Curriculum
Specialist from Harford County Public Schools, and art
teachers and student artists from participating
schools also were in attendance.
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Approvals
The CAC approved the purchase in the amount of $465.30 for a composite Little Free Library

box to replace the deteriorated wood Little Free Library box located in Plumtree Park. The CAC
approved the purchase of a new plaque in the amount of $45 recognizing the CAC’s
sponsorship of the Little Free Library in Plumtree Park.



Public Art Tour

The CAC, in partnership with the Arts & P
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Entertainment District, promotes the GIS-based ?Ubllc }4'@ OUR_ g!'ﬂ 4545"

Public Art Tour, which includes 43 pieces of public == e

art available for viewing in a two-mile self-guided NEVER BEFORE!

walk and short drive through Bel Air. The Public Art ig%%::f%;%@g%ﬁgﬁ? Airs

selr-guige: ublic Art Tour.

Tour also contains an audio component designed

to enrich the visitor experience by providing

engaging and informative narration about the

artwork and locations on the tour.
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See more. Learn more. Experience more.

Marketing:

Staff advertised CAC-sponsored events and
initiatives on social media through the A&E District
Facebook page, Instagram feed, through the A&E
website, and on community calendars of events.

The CAC members agreed to allocate funds to
purchase shopping bags with the CAC logo for
Downtown Bel Air! distribution at the Authors and Artists event, the
Bel Air Festival for the Arts, and the Bel Air Farmers’
Market. In addition, CAC members agreed to
allocate funds to purchase pens with the CAC logo
to distribute at events throughout the year.

Discover the Hidden Gems of

Staff distributes rack cards and information for the
Public Art Tour at events and through the Visitors
Center. In FY26, the Public Art Tour was marketed in conjunction with the GIS-based Historic
Walking Tour through the A&E District website, Facebook page, Instagram feed, and monthly
newsletter. The Public Art Tour, along with the Historic Walking Tour, was advertised in
Harford’s Heart, the Susquehanna Symphony Orchestra (SSO) program, and the Bel Air Town
Derby program.

Members and staff attended multiple events to represent the CAC and share information with
members of the public regarding the work of the Commission as well as events and initiatives in
the Town of Bel Air and the Bel Air A&E District.

Meetings:
Staff attended Maryland Arts Day in Annapolis on February 12, 2026, to advocate for continued
arts funding to the Maryland State Arts Council (MSAC) from the State of Maryland in FY27.



